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The James A. Gifford
Causeway Improvement Plan

Repairs Needed
The Causeway now requires significant major
infrastructure repairs. Plans are in place...
The Causeway is a high volume regional arterial transportation corridor subjected
to extreme natural conditions of weather and wave action that impacts the stability
of the road structure.
Since the original construction in 1950, the Causeway has experienced long term
consolidation and settlement of rock fill into the underlying compressible soil of the
lakebed.
Consolidation and settlement of the submerged roadbase has caused large cracks
to form in the asphalt pavement and undulations have formed along the full length
of the road surface, making winter and summer road maintenance a challenge to
perform.
The County has made several attempts, with limited short-term success, to remediate
the outward movement of the embankments of the Causeway by placing additional
rock fill and constructing gabion baskets. The shoreline embankments continue to
fail due to the extreme environmental conditions, and will worsen in the future.
The current 2-lane roadway services a traffic demand of greater than 10,000 vehicles
per day. Traffic demand will continue to grow and the capacity of the roadway will be
exceeded within the planning horizon.
Recognizing the need to prevent a catastrophic road failure, an Environmental Study
Report (ESR) of the Widening and Rehabilitation of the Causeway was completed. The
approved ESR presents a short-term plan (< 5 year) that will result in widening the
submerged roadbase to allow for the stabilization and rehabilitation of the corridor.
The ESR also presents long-term plan (> 10 year) that identifies a future 4-lane road
cross-section across the Causeway to accommodate regional traffic demands.
Council confirmed the priority of the Causeway Improvement Plan and included it in
the 10-year capital forecast.
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Approved Project Sequencing
Short Term Improvement
1

Widening &
Stabilization

Rock Fill & Stabilize
Shoreline

20192020

$5.8M

2

Maintenance
Repairs

Pavement Rehab. Exist.
2-lanes

2021

$2.7M

3

St. Lights, Storm
Road Enhancements Sidewalk,
Sewer

2021

$1.0M

4

Chemong Bridge

2022

$0.8M

Rehabilitation

$10.3M

Long Term Improvement
5

Roundabout

Bridgenorth

2029

$1.1M

6

Roundabout

Ennismore

2029

$1.1M

7

New Lanes; Rehab Ex.
4-Lane Construction 2
2-lanes

2039

$7.0M

8

Chemong Bridge

2039

$15M

Twin

$24.2M

The upgrades to the Causeway
require a significant
investment by the ratepayers
of the County. The first step
in the development of the
transportation network
will be the widening of the
submerged Causeway roadbase
in partnership with the Federal
and Provincial governments.
3

Over the Next 5 Years
Beyond 10 Years
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