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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Ainley Group Professional Engineers and Planners, Belleville Office was contracted by HP
Engineering, Ottawa to complete a cultural heritage assessment report as part of a Class
Environmental Assessment undertaken by the County of Peterborough to replace the Westwood
Bridge in the County of Peterborough. The Westwood Bridge is located in Part Lots 10 and 11,
Concession II, geographic Township of Asphodel, in the Township of Asphodel-Norwood on
Centre Line in the hamlet of Westwood. Westwood lies approximately 0.7km east of County Road
38 (CR38) and 8km south of Highway 7. It is unknown at this time what type of structure will
replace the existing structure.
The bridge was constructed in 1937.
This report provides a historical and planning context for the Westwood Bridge and evaluates the
potential heritage value or interest of the bridge using the criteria set out in Regulation 9/06 to the
Ontario Heritage Act.
This report concludes that the Westwood Bridge has a low degree of heritage value or interest.
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Westwood Bridge Looking East (Google Earth - 2013)

Westwood Bridge Looking West (Google Earth - 2013)
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Study Purpose and Method

Ainley Group Professional Engineers and Planners, Belleville Office was contracted by HP Engineering,
Ottawa to complete a cultural heritage assessment report as part of a Class Environmental Assessment
being undertaken by the County of Peterborough to replace the Westwood Bridge, in the County of
Peterborough. The goal of the EA is to address the need for full structural replacement of the Westwood
Bridge. It is unknown what the County’s intention is for the type of structure that may replace the existing
bridge. It is assumed that a replacement bridge will provide for two lanes of traffic. It is anticipated that a
replacement will fall under the requirements of a Schedule A+ undertaking.
The Westwood Bridge is located on Centre Line, a local road, in Part Lots 10 and 11, Concession II
Asphodel Township in the hamlet of Westwood, Township of Asphodel-Norwood in the County of
Peterborough. Westwood It is located approximately 0.7km east of County Road 38 (CR38) and 8km south
of Highway 7. The Westwood Bridge was constructed in 1937. It is owned by the County of Peterborough
and is identified as Site 099021.

Site Location

Figure 1: Site Location (Ministry of Transportation Official Road Map 2018)
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It is a generally-accepted practice both federally and provincially that preliminary identification of cultural
heritage resources that are over 40 years old are considered to have potential heritage value or interest.
Based on the age of the Westwood Bridge, HP Engineering completed the Municipal Engineers Association
Municipal Heritage Bridge, Cultural, Heritage and Archaeological Resources Assessment Checklist. It
determined the need for a heritage assessment of the Westwood Bridge. This report fulfils that requirement.

1.2

Data Collection

The Asphodel Norwood Historical Association maintains a collection of documents relating to Township
history at its offices in Westwood. Councillor Paula Warr provided photographs and information from the
collection. This report also gratefully acknowledges the assistance of Councillor Paula Warr of the Township
of Asphodel–Norwood.
A review of Township records held at Trent University Archives including Township of Asphodel Council
meeting minutes from the 1860’s through the 1930’s was undertaken.
A review of the County Official Plan and Township Zoning Bylaw along with online resources including local
histories and maps was completed.
A windshield and walking survey of the bridge was completed on February 20, 2019. The day was cold and
grey. Observations were made from the public roadway only.
This report recognizes the Stage I Archaeological Assessment of the Westwood Bridge (Ground Truth
Archaeology Ltd., Trenton. January 30, 2019).
Appendix A contains the 1937 General Arrangement drawing of the existing Westwood Bridge showing
construction detail. Appendix B provides an evaluation of the heritage value and interest of the Westwood
Bridge, based on evaluation criteria as set out in Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

2. THE STUDY AREA
2.1 Location and Physical Context
The Township of Asphodel-Norwood is located in the south-eastern corner of Peterborough County.
Westwood is situated in the south-east part of the Township, south of Highway 7 and east of County Road
38 (CR38). Highway 7 runs east-west between Peterborough and Norwood and lies about 7 km north of
Westwood. County Road 38 (CR38) runs north-south and connects Highway 7 to Rice Lake to the south.
Westwood is located along Centre Line between Lots 10 and 11, Concession II. The hamlet of Westwood
encompasses a rectangular area that stretches along Centre Line on both sides. The Westwood Bridge sits
roughly in the centre of the hamlet between 256 and 266 Centre Line. It carries Centre Line across the
Ouse River.
The area around Westwood is hilly, with good agricultural land on all sides of the hamlet. There are
important aggregate resources in the area. An aggregates operation (the Westwood Pit - operated by St.
Mary’s - CBM) is active just south of the intersection of CR38 and Centre Line.
There are three rivers of note in the area - the Indian River to the west of Westwood, the Trent River to the
east and south, and the Ouse River which flows through the centre of Westwood. All three flow to Rice
Lake.
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Westwood
Bridge

Figure 2: Aerial Photo 1965 (National Air Photo Library – A18327 - 13Wphoto 53)
A saw mill operation established in 1954 (Neilson Lumber sawmill) continues to function in the west end of
Westwood, located on the south side of Centre Line.
A former grist mill, now a private residence, is located on the north-east corner of lands adjacent to the
Westwood Bridge in the centre of the hamlet. The dam associated with the mill remains in the river beside
the mill. Both are clearly visible from the Westwood Bridge.

Figure 3: Topographic Map Showing the Layout of Westwood (Ontario.heritagepin.ca)
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Westwood is primarily residential. Several dwellings still exhibit the original character of their mid and late
nineteenth century construction. A tiny mid-nineteenth century Anglican church is situated on the hill at the
west end of the hamlet. Across the corner is the original brick Methodist (now United) church. The 1885
red-brick town hall in the centre of the hamlet serves as the Township library. Two pre-1867 (farm) houses
sit at the east end of the hamlet on Centre Line at 3rd Line.
Travelling along Centre Line from the west end of the hamlet, the road travels east and dips down towards
the Ouse River. Centre Line constitutes the ‘main street’ of Westwood and is flat for the duration of its 1.5
km length through the hamlet. It is characterized by tree cover and several nineteenth-century houses
(although some quite altered) along its length. Much of the nineteenth century character of the hamlet has
been retained. Westwood gives the appearance of a settlement that is not much changed over the past 100
years.

2.2 Historical Context
The following outline of the history of the Township of Asphodel and the hamlet of Westwood is taken largely
from Thomas Poole’s A Sketch of the Early Settlement and Subsequent Progress of the Town of
Peterborough and Each Township in the County of Peterborough (1867) (pp. 158-167).
Asphodel Township was originally part of the District of Newcastle. In 1841, the Township became part of
the newly-formed District of Colborne and remained under its jurisdiction until the passage of the Municipal
Act in 1850. The Act re-organized local government units within the Province. Asphodel Township remained
within Peterborough County. It was amalgamated with the Village of Norwood in 1998 to form the Township
of Asphodel-Norwood.
Westwood was established in 1861. It is designated by the County of Peterborough Official Plan as a
hamlet.
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Figure 4: County of Peterborough 1885 (Ontario Genweb Maps Project)

PROPOSAL 18571-1

8

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT, March 2019
For the WESTWOOD BRIDGE, Site No. 099021 - Hamlet of WESTWOOD
The area comprising the present hamlet of Westwood was first surveyed in 1820 by Richard Birdsall, an
English surveyor who arrived in Upper Canada (now Ontario) in 1817. He was contracted by Zaccheus
Burnham, a prominent resident and landowner in Hamilton Township, to survey various townships in the
area, including the town site for the City of Peterborough. Birdsall purchased 920 acres on the shores of
Rice Lake from Burnham and married Burnham’s daughter Elizabeth. He named the Township after the
many trilliums he found there that reminded him of the asphodels of England. Birdsall played a prominent
role in the history of Asphodel Township, serving in various administrative and political roles in the Township
and the Newcastle (later Colborne) District.

Figure 5: Upper Canada’s Newcastle District 1838 (Archives of Ontario)

Oliver Church took out the first patent in what became the hamlet of Westwood in 1824. The 1839 survey
by Richard Birdsall shows his ownership of Lots 10 and 11, Concession II on the Ouse River. Other owners
of lands adjacent to the Westwood Bridge were The Canada Company and William Owston. The Canada
Company was a private chartered British land development company, incorporated by royal charter to aid
in the colonization of a large part of Upper Canada. Originally formed by John Galt, the Canada Company
was established to develop Upper Canada's undeveloped clergy and crown reserves which it had acquired
in 1827 from the Province of Upper Canada. William Owston was a Master in the Royal Navy who had
served with Admiral Nelson and later fought in the War of 1812. He came with his family to Kingston to
receive land grants in Upper Canada. After first settling on granted land in Asphodel Township, he moved
to Hamilton Township between Port Hope and Cobourg in the 1830s.
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Figure 6: Richard Birdsall Survey 1839 showing ownership of lands in Lots 10 & 11 at the west
branch of the Ouse River (Westwood Bridge location) (Ontario.heritagepin.ca)

By 1835, the population of the Township was 256 people. This doubled by 1841 to 551 persons,
predominantly of Irish origins. Asphodel Township grew quickly throughout the 1840’s, 1850’s and 1860’s.
Settlers took up lands near the Ouse River crossing and formed what became the hamlet of Westwood in
the 1860’s. Settlers were drawn to the lands bordering the narrows of the Ouse River. Westwood grew as
it served the lumber industry on the Ouse along which logs were floated south to the Trent River.
By 1867, there were three post offices in the Township – one at each of Norwood, Hastings and Westwood.
At that point, 1120 acres of the Township’s total area of 1550 acres had been granted. By the turn of the
century, Westwood had four churches, a public school, two stores, a hotel, two saw mills and grist mills, a
wood factory, a cheese factory, a bank and a telephone and telegraph office, in addition to its post office.

PROPOSAL 18571-1

10

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT, March 2019
For the WESTWOOD BRIDGE, Site No. 099021 - Hamlet of WESTWOOD

Figure 7: Asphodel Township 1879 (Miles & Co. Atlas)
Mills were necessary to almost every aspect of the development of Westwood. By 1848, there were four
saw mills and two grist mills at Norwood and Hastings on the Ouse and Trent Rivers. A saw mill was built
in the future hamlet of Westwood about 1846. It was constructed on the north-west corner of the Westwood
Bridge, across from the existing (former) grist mill. The grist mill continued to function as a mill into the
1980’s. At one time, an oatmeal mill was attached to the north side of the grist mill and a cheese factory
was located on the river by the bridge.
The first bridge across the Trent River was constructed in 1826 to connect Asphodel and Percy Townships.
This bridge was rebuilt in 1845 and again in 1858. A bridge was constructed over the Indian River in 1846.
Built largely by volunteer labour, it cost 3000 pounds and took more than 700 days of work.
Since the hamlet of Westwood developed on each side of the Ouse River with several buildings located on
each bank, it is reasonable to assume that a bridge over the Ouse River has existed in some form from
earliest settlement days. It is likely that a timber structure constituted the first bridge through Westwood.
The earliest known location for a crossing was just south of the current bridge. The wooden bridge was
replaced in 1893 by a steel bridge. This may have been built by one of the steel fabricating companies in
Peterborough and Campbellford.
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Figure 8: Westwood Bridge - Stone piers with wooden railings and plank deck
(date uncertain but prior to 1893 – Asphodel Norwood Historical Association)

Figure 9: Westwood Bridge showing metal bridge in background
(1906 – Asphodel Norwood Historical Association)
Official road maps published by the Department of Highways (DHO) (now Ministry of Transportation) are
available from the 1920’s onward. The 1931-32 DHO map below (Figure 10) shows a road connection
across the Ouse River and through Westwood along (now) Centre Line. The blue road through Westwood
on the map is an ‘improved gravel road’ owned by the County. The route through Westwood became a
local road but the ownership of the Westwood Bridge was retained by the County. County Road 38 in its
present configuration was extended south to County Road 2 many years later.
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County Road 38 to
south not yet built

Figure 10: Dep’t of Highways Ontario 1931-32 Official Road Map
Figure 11 below provides an aerial image of the Westwood Bridge, mill and dam as it was in the 1980’s
when the mill was still operating. The dam visible beside the mill was rebuilt in cement in 1936 after a
previous dam was taken out by high water that year. It may be that the bridge existing at the time across
the Ouse River was affected by the same high water, necessitating a new bridge to be constructed in 1937.
The Westwood Bridge may represent a ‘dry run’ for the County Engineer in designing a bridge built of
concrete. The nearby Steele’s Bridge a few kilometres south of Westwood on 3rd Line was built of concrete
by the County two years later in a very similar design and with concrete railings.
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Figure 11: Dam and Original Grist Mill Still in Operation (1980’s - Asphodel-Norwood Historical
Association)

3. PLANNING CONTEXT
3.1 Environmental Assessment Act (EAA)
Cultural heritage resources are those buildings, structures and landscapes that are valued for the important
contribution they make to our understanding of the history of a place, an event, or individuals or groups of
people. A cultural heritage assessment considers cultural heritage resources with regard to proposed
undertakings within a specific area, pursuant to the Environmental Assessment Act.
Environmental assessments are undertaken under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The EAA
provides for the protection, conservation and wise management of Ontario’s environment. It defines
environment broadly and includes natural, social, cultural, economic and built environments. Environmental
assessments made under the EAA address the impact of the undertaking on cultural heritage resources.
The Environmental Assessment Act, subsection 1(c), which defines “environment” to include:
…cultural conditions that influence the life of humans or a community as well as
any building, structure, machine or other device or thing made by humans”.
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Impacts of infrastructure undertakings may affect a cultural heritage resource due to removal or demolition
and/or disruption of the character or setting of the cultural heritage resource.
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, as amended 2007) outlines a procedure
whereby municipalities can comply with the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. The
Municipal Class EA process applies to municipal infrastructure projects including roads, water and
wastewater projects. It identifies potential positive and negative effects of projects such as road
improvements and facility expansions or projects to facilitate a new service and includes an evaluation of
impacts on the natural and social environment including culture. Projects can vary in their environmental
impact. Such projects are classified in terms of schedules. As impacts may vary, projects are classified as
A, B, or C. It is anticipated that the structural replacement of the Westwood Bridge will fall under a Schedule
A+ undertaking.

3.2 Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS)
The Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport (MTCS) has the responsibility under Section 2 of the Ontario
Heritage Act to determine policies, priorities and programs for the conservation, protection and preservation
of the heritage of Ontario. The Ministry has issued three documents to assist in assessing cultural heritage
resources as part of an environmental assessment.
1. Guidelines on the Man-Made Heritage Component of Environmental Assessments (MTC 1981) states
that “when speaking of man-made heritage, we are concerned with the works of man and the effects of his
activities in the environment rather than with movable human artifacts or those environments that are
natural and completely undisturbed by man”.
In addition, ‘environment’ may be interpreted to include the combination and interrelationships of human
artifacts with all other aspects of the physical environment, as well as with the social, economic and cultural
conditions that influence the life of the people and communities in Ontario.
The Guidelines define cultural heritage landscapes as:
The use and physical appearance of the land as we see it now is a result of man’s activities over
time in modifying pristine landscapes for his own purposes. A cultural landscape is perceived as a
collection of individual man-made features into a whole. Urban cultural landscapes are sometimes
given special names such as townscapes or streetscapes that describe various scales of
perception from the general scene to the particular view. Cultural landscapes in the countryside are
viewed in or adjacent to natural undisturbed landscapes, or waterscapes, and include such land
uses as agriculture, mining, forestry, recreation, and transportation. Like urban cultural landscapes,
they too may be perceived at various scales: as a large are of homogeneous character; or as an
intermediate sizes farm of homogeneous character or a collection of settings such as a group of
farms; or as a discrete example of specific landscape character such as a single farm, or an
individual village or hamlet.
The Guidelines also define a cultural heritage feature as:
… an individual part of a cultural landscape that may be focused upon as a part of a broader scene,
or viewed independently. The term refers to any man-made or modified object in or on the land or
underwater, such as buildings of various types, street furniture, engineering works, plantings, and
landscaping, archaeological sites, or a collection of such objects seen as a group because of close
physical or social relationships.
2. Guideline for Preparing the Cultural Heritage Resource Component of Environmental Assessments
((MTC 1992) describes the information that the Ministry is looking for when reviewing environmental
assessments. This includes documentation of the heritage aspects of the affected environment and an
evaluation of how any preferred undertaking and alternatives will affect heritage resources.
3. Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Resources (MTCS
2016) assists in identifying potential cultural heritage resources by providing a series of screening questions
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and other considerations to determine ow to identify and protect potential cultural heritage resources within
a project area subject to environmental assessment.

3.3 Ontario Heritage Act
The Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport administers the Ontario Heritage Act which places
responsibility for most matters of heritage conservation at the municipal level. The Ontario Heritage Act
(2005) (OHA) is the primary legislative vehicle for the preservation of Ontario’s cultural heritage. The
Ontario Heritage Act allows for the identification, evaluation, listing and designation of cultural heritage
resources through municipal designation bylaws and heritage conservation easement agreements. The
municipality is able to designate a resource as having cultural value or interest under Section 29 of the Act.
Designation provides a measure of protection from alteration or demolition. A municipality may also list
resources that have cultural value or interest for possible future designation. Municipal approaches that
achieve or exceed the same objective may be used by a municipality to protect resources.
Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act provides criteria for determining cultural heritage value or
interest. Evaluation of a potential heritage resource should include a description of the character-defining
elements or features that make the resource historically significant. If a resource has cultural heritage value
or interest in one or more of the three categories below, it is eligible to be designated by a municipality
under the Ontario Heritage Act, which is the primary tool available to municipalities to recognize heritage
resources, including municipally-owned bridges. These criteria fall into three categories and are
abbreviated and summarized here:


Design/physical value – displays a high degree of technical, creative, or scientific achievement;
high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit; rare, unique or representative style or construction
method



Historical/associative value – has a direct association with theme, person or event, demonstrates
a theme or pattern in history, has a strong association with the community or person



Contextual value – is important in defining and maintaining the character of an area, is a landmark,
illustrates significant structures and practices in the development of a community.

3.4 The Planning Act
The Planning Act (1990) integrates matters of provincial interest in provincial and municipal planning
decisions. Municipalities must have regard for matters of provincial interest when carrying out their
responsibilities under the Planning Act. One of these provincial interests concerns the conservation of
features of significant architectural, cultural, historical, archaeological or scientific interest (Section 2.d).

3.5 Provincial Policy Statement
The Provincial Policy Statement (2014) is issued under the Planning Act and is the ‘umbrella’ planning
policy for the Province. All planning matters must be ‘consistent with’ the PPS. The PPS requires that
significant built heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved (Section
2.6.1). The PPS includes definitions of ‘built heritage resources’, ‘cultural heritage landscapes’ and
‘significant’, to be used when applying this policy.
A built heritage resource is defined as:
a building, structure, monument, installation, or any manufactured remnant that contributes to a
property`s cultural heritage value or interest as identified by a community, including an Aboriginal
community.
A cultural heritage landscape is defined as:
a defined geographical area that may have been modified by human activity and is identified as
having cultural heritage value or interest by a community, including an Aboriginal community. The
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area may involve features such as structures, spaces, archaeological sites or natural elements that
are valued together for their interrelationship, meaning or association.
Examples may include, but are not limited to farmscapes, historic settlements, parks, gardens,
battlefields, main streets and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, trailways, and industrial complexes of
cultural heritage value.
Significant is defined as:
Resources that have been determined to have cultural heritage value or interest for the important
contribution they make to our understanding of the history of a place, and event, or a people.
‘Significant’ has come to include properties that are listed in the Municipal Heritage Register as properties
with potential heritage value or that are designated under Part IV or Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act.

3.6 Official Plan of the County of Peterborough
The primary mechanism for implementing the Provincial Policy Statement is through provisions contained
in municipal Official Plans as required by the Municipal Act. The Township of Asphodel-Norwood has
included its local policies in the County of Peterborough Official Plan.
The County OP supports the protection of cultural heritage resources with the goal “to ensure the heritage
resources in the County of Peterborough are managed in a manner which perpetuates their existence and
maintains their heritage value and benefits to the municipality” through “the prevention of the demolition,
destruction, inappropriate alteration or use of heritage resources”. Section 5 of the County of Peterborough
Official Plan (OP) provides a framework for the conservation of historic resources with Peterborough
County.

4. CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION
4.1 Description of the Westwood Bridge
4.1.1 Structural Elements
The following description of the Westwood Bridge is based on the (general arrangement) design drawing
dated June 15, 1937 and signed but not stamped by A.E. Chalmers, the Municipal Structure Inspection
Form for County of Peterborough Site 099021 (August 30, 2017) and the Detailed Bridge Deck Condition
Survey (G.D. Jewell Engineering Inc., 2015). The general arrangement drawing is included in this report as
Appendix A.
The Westwood Bridge is a two-span, two-lane cast-in-place, concrete beam girder bridge with reinforced
concrete deck and asphalt wearing surface. The structure deck length is 15.9m, with an overall structure
width of 9.2 m and a travelled width between sidewalks of 6.1m. Both spans are 11.0m in length. The
bridge is supported by three concrete cast-in-place girders in each span. A concrete pier provides girder
bearing at mid-length of the deck. Approach guiderails are steel beams attached to wooden posts. The
bridge is characterized by concrete sidewalks and railings on both sides, concrete abutments and wing
walls, and concrete girders and steel deck drains. It lies east-west in the hamlet.
The bridge is bounded on each side with the original concrete post and rail barrier system as shown on
the 1937 drawing and visible in Figure 12 below.
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Figure 12: Westwood Bridge - Concrete Railings – North Side
– Mill in Background (P. Warr 2019)

4.1.2 Modifications
Based on the Detailed Bridge Deck Condition Survey (G.D. Jewell Engineering Inc., 2015), it appears that
the concrete is original to its 1937 construction and that the bridge has not undergone any major
rehabilitation to date.

4.1.3 Designer
The 1937 general arrangement design drawing for the Westwood Bridge is signed by ‘A.E. Chalmers,
County Engineer’. A search of Vernon’s Directories for the City of Peterborough from the 1920’s to 1950’s
lists an Andrew E. Chalmers as Peterborough County Roads Superintendent. He first appears in the
Directory for 1933. He last appears in Vernon’s Directory in 1947 under that name and title. While he is
listed as County Roads Superintendent, that position was filled by others throughout the period, as
confirmed by County Council Minutes. It is likely that the Directory has Mr. Chalmers’ job tile listed
incorrectly. In 1948, an A. Edward Chalmers is listed as City Engineer for the City of Peterborough. It is
probable that Mr. Chalmers moved from employment as the County Engineer to City employment as the
City engineer, modifying his name from Andrew E. to A. Edward Chalmers in the process.

4.1.4 Bridge Design
The Westwood Bridge is a beam girder bridge. Thomas McIlwraith notes in his study of the cultural
landscape of nineteenth century Ontario that “the common Ontario bridge consists of boxlike
superstructure, either girders (that is, beams) or latticework trusses. Wooden ones were hardly more
permanent than trestles… but since the 1890’s wide steel beams, spanning between concrete (or
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occasionally stone) piers, have been used for hundreds of bridges…most girder bridges are low-level and
fixed in place…”. Beam bridges are the most common form of bridge building in Ontario.

4.1.5 Construction Materials
The Westwood Bridge is constructed of concrete with concrete railings.
Cast-in-place concrete bridge construction was accepted bridge construction material in the United States
and Canada by the 1920’s (‘Bridge Building’, Engineering Journal (June 1973) pg. 495). As noted in Building
Canada (pp.22-23), the Ontario Standards for County Roads in 1910 specified that “all bridges and culverts
are to be of a permanent type. Steel trusses on concrete substructures or reinforced concrete throughout
are the materials favoured”. DHO had constructed two reinforced concrete bridges in the Province by 1923
and concrete was increasingly used by municipal engineers in bridge construction throughout the 1920s.
During the 1930’s, concrete rigid-frame construction was widely used as unemployed workers were
recruited to build these more labour-intensive concrete bridges. Such bridges were often built with relief
funding (Building Canada pg. 22) under the Unemployment Relief Act.

4.1.6 Bridges in Peterborough County
Before concrete construction for bridges took over in the 1920s, iron and then steel was commonly used.
Dickson Bridge of Campbellford built several steel bridges in Peterborough County including the Base Line
Bridge over the Indian River in the west part of the Township. In a 2015 article, the Peterborough Examiner
detailed the history of Central Bridge Works (later Central Bridge and Engineering Company) of
Peterborough and its role in bridge construction in the County from the 1870’s into the 1890’s. These include
(among several others) Sullivan’s Bridge over the Indian River in the Township of Douro-Dummer Township
to the north of Westwood, the Wallace Point Bridge on the Otonabee River in the west end of the Township
of Asphodel-Norwood, in Lang to the north-west of Westwood, and in Warsaw to the north in DouroDummer.
Concrete bridges of note in Peterborough County include the New Young’s Point Bridge and the Bensfort
Bridge built in 1969 over the Otonabee River. Within the City of Peterborough, the Hunter Street Bridge and
the Inverlea Bridge are fine examples of how concrete bridge construction came to dominate in the postWWI period.

4.1.7 Bridges in Asphodel-Norwood Township
The Bridge Browser (www.historicbridges.org) notes the Steele’s (Steel’s) Bridge over the Ouse River south
of Westwood on the 3rd line. A bridge in that location over the Ouse River had existed for several years.
There is mention in the Township of Asphodel Council meeting minutes in 1898 of a contract for construction
of the Steele’s bridge. The metal plaque on the current Steele’s Bridge embedded in its north wing wall
commemorates its construction in 1939 by the County Roads Committee. Although longer and more
detailed than the Westwood Bridge, it is similar in design and materials. The bridge is a concrete beam
bridge with concrete railings. The larger posts/wing walls at each end are more decorative (incised concrete
‘panels’) and suggest the influence of Art Deco, the popular design motif of the 1930s. As mentioned by the
Bridge Browser, Steele’s Bridge appears to have been designed by the County engineer. Its design
similarity to the Westwood Bridge is notable. It may be that both bridges were designed by Mr. A. E.
Chalmers.
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Figure 13: Steele’s Bridge Asphodel 3rd Line (HistoricBridges.org - photographer Nathan Holth – no
date)

5. EVALUATION OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
5.1 Current Heritage Status of the Westwood Bridge
The Township of Asphodel-Norwood has a Cultural and Heritage Committee which provides leadership in
ensuring that the history of the community and area is retained for future generations. It maintains a
collection of artifacts, newspapers, genealogies, photographs, history, and records at the Asphodel
Norwood Heritage Centre located at 1818 Asphodel 3rd Line in the Hamlet of Westwood.
The Township is enabled under the Ontario Heritage Act to designate the Westwood Bridge as a cultural
heritage resource, based on the criteria provided in Ontario Regulations 9/06 and 10/06 to the Ontario
Heritage Act.
The Westwood Bridge is not designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. There are no designated sites
adjacent to the bridge.

5.2 Method of Determining Cultural Heritage Value
There are two methods of evaluation of the heritage value or interest of bridges used in Ontario. One is a
quantitative evaluation of Provincially-owned bridges employing the Ontario Heritage Bridge Guidelines of
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the Ministry of Transportation. The other is the qualitative evaluation under the criteria established by
Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act. Regulation 9/06 provides for the assessment of a bridge using
Provincially-accepted criteria established within the Provincial legislative framework of the Ontario Heritage
Act. The Act protects Ontario’s cultural heritage features including bridges that are evaluated and shown to
have cultural heritage value or interest. Regulation 9/06 should be used to evaluate municipally-owned
bridges.
A building or structure or landscape that is identified as 40 years old or older (used as a benchmark) and
that meets at least one of the following criteria may be considered for investigation as to possible heritage
value or interest.
When identifying new cultural heritage resources, reference is made to the following criteria as outlined in
Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act. These criteria fall into three categories.
Ontario Heritage Act Regulation 9/06 Evaluation Criteria
Criteria
Design or Physical
Value

Historic or
Associative Value

Contextual Value

Description
Is a rare, unique, representation or early example of a style, type, expression, material or
construction method
Displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit,
Demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement
Has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization or institution
that is significant to a community
Yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding of a
community or culture
Demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer, or theorist,
who is significant to a community
Is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area
Is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings
Is a landmark

Evaluation of the Westwood Bridge based on the criteria of Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act is
summarized in Appendix B.

5.3 Assessment of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest
5.3.1 Design or Physical Value or interest
Bridge design has changed over time and reflects safety standards, materials and methods of construction
available and popular at the time of construction. Consequently, there is no fundamental reason why a
replacement bridge must reflect design elements of what has been demolished.
The Westwood Bridge is one of many concrete rigid-frame beam bridges on Ontario. Single and doublespan concrete bridges are a common bridge form in rural areas to ford small rivers. While similar concrete
bridges often have steel railings instead of the concrete railings of the Westwood Bridge, the concrete
railings on the Westwood Bridge are neither scarce nor unique. The nearby Steele’s Bridge on Asphodel
3rd Line is a more detailed and more delicately designed bridge that has concrete railings.
The Westwood Bridge has a low significance in terms of design or physical value.

5.3.2 Historical or Associative Value or Interest
The Westwood Bridge is one of two or perhaps more bridges in the Township of Asphodel-Norwood
designed by A.E. Chalmers during his tenure as Peterborough County Engineer A.E. Chalmers in the 1930s
and early 1940s. It displays some common design characteristics with the Steele’s Bridge on 3rd Line.
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One or both bridges may have been constructed (at least in part) with Federal depression relief funds. This
is possible but not confirmed.
The Westwood Bridge has a low significance in terms of historic or associative value.

5.3.3 Contextual Value or Interest
Contextual value of a bridge and views both of the bridge and from the bridge are important. The bridge
may have prominence in the landscape or may be almost invisible in the landscape. The bridge railings
may be the only visible element from any distance and even then, may be obscured until within close range
of the bridge.
The Westwood Bridge represents a crossing of the Ouse River that has existed for almost 200 years. While
it has been in place in its present form since 1937, it is a later design and construction than the predominant
contextual elements of the hamlet i.e. the adjacent 1850s mill, and the mid and late nineteenth century
dwellings and churches. Located in a low and flat area and within a landscape of street trees, it cannot be
seen until approached from about 10m. It is almost invisible within the landscape.
The Westwood Bridge has a low significance in terms of contextual value.

5.4 Summary of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest
A crossing of the Ouse River has existed in some form since the earliest days of settlement in the area.
The current Westwood Bridge is the latest albeit long-standing crossing of the Ouse River in the hamlet of
Westwood. Several bridges have preceded the current structure in various constructions and designs.
There is a similar but larger and more detailed bridge a few kilometres from the Westwood Bridge on 3 rd
Line. Westwood Bridge sits quietly and almost without notice within the landscape of the hamlet.
The Westwood Bridge is evaluated as having a low degree of heritage value or interest.
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APPENDIX A General Arrangement Drawing
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APPENDIX B Westwood Bridge Evaluation
(Based on Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act)

PROPOSAL 18571-1

27

COUNTY OF PETERBOROUGH
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT, March 2019
For the WESTWOOD BRIDGE, Site No. 099021 - Hamlet of WESTWOOD

Ontario Heritage Act Regulation 9/06 Evaluation Criteria
Criteria

Design or
Physical
Value/Interest

Historic or
Associative
Value/Interest

Contextual
Value/Interest

PROPOSAL 18571-1

Heritage Attributes of Cultural Value or Interest
Westwood Bridge is similar in design, materials and construction to many
bridges in Ontario (concrete beam girder) and to at least one other bridge within
Asphodel Township. Its railings are concrete and similar to, although not as
aesthetically pleasing, as a second bridge in the Township. It is not a rare or
unique example of its materials and construction method.
Westwood Bridge was designed by the County Engineer who is known to have
designed one other bridge in the Township. It does not represent a high degree
of craftsmanship or artistic merit.
Westwood Bridge is determined to have a low degree of technical or scientific
value or interest.
Westwood Bridge may have associations with public works funding provided
during the 1930s by government for road and bridge construction as relief work.
It may have been constructed after a storm event in the Township. It does not
have direct associations of a theme, event, or other significant ties to the
community.
Westwood Bridge represents the most recent construction of many crossings
of the Ouse River. It is a similar although simpler rendition of the same design
of bridge within the Township. It is determined to have a low degree of historic
or associative value or interest.
Westwood Bridge is the design of the County Engineer and is determined to
have a low degree of historical or associative value or interest.
Westwood Bridge is not a prominent feature of the landscape in Westwood and
is not easily observed along Centre Line.
Westwood Bridge has existed in some form for close to 200 years as a
functional crossing of the Ouse River. This current built form of a longstanding
river crossing at this location on the Ouse River is determined to have a low
degree of contextual value or interest.
Westwood Bridge is not a landmark.

28

