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County of Peterborough- County Road 18 Bridgenorth Causeway Link
(Bridgenorth By-pass) Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Addendum
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Addendum
Welcome

Welcome to the first Public Information Centre (PIC) meeting. Please sign in on the
attendance sheet and obtain a comment sheet at the registration desk.
Should you have any questions regarding the presentation materials, background
reports or any other aspect of the study, please speak to the County or Consultant
study team members in attendance.
We encourage your input/feedback on the material being presented on the display
boards. Please deposit completed comment sheets in the comment box, mail or

mail/ e-mail to the address at the bottom of the form by October 4, 2017.
There is an opportunity at any time during the EA process for interested persons to
provide written input. Any comments received will be collected under the
Environmental Assessment Act and Freedom of Information and Privacy Act and, with
the exception of personal information, will become part of the public record.
For more information, or if you wish to be placed on the study’s mailing list, please
contact:
Chris Bradley
Director of Public Works
County of Peterborough
470 Water Street
Peterborough, ON K9H 3M3
Tel: 705-775-2737, ext.337
Email: cbradley@county.peterborough.on.ca

Steve Taylor, P.Eng.
EA Project Manager
BT Engineering Inc.
100 Craig Henry Drive, Suite 201
Ottawa, Ontario K2G 5W3
Tel: 1 (613) 228-4813
Email: steven.taylor@bteng.ca
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Introduction
The County of Peterborough completed an Environmental Assessment (EA) study in 1996 to
review the need for a proposed by-pass in order to divert traffic congestion along Ward Street.
Two subsequent EA addenda were completed in 2001 and 2006 to provide updates to the
original Environmental Study Report (ESR) within the time limit as mandated by the Municipal
Class EA. This third addendum is to provide an update within the 10-year limit.
A draft Study Design document was prepared and made available to the public in January 2017.
The Study Design describes the EA addendum scope, study approach, need and justification of
the study and study process. We would appreciate any comments you may have on the draft
Study Design.
The draft Study Design is available on the Resource Table and on the County website at
https://www.ptbocounty.ca/en/living/notices-of-construction.aspx
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Background
Bridgenorth By-pass EA (1996)
The original study reviewed the need for a new roadway link to meet forecast traffic
demands. A bump-up request resulted in three commitments:
• Include a statement that the County shall implement an effective interim traffic
solution in the area of the main plaza on Ward Street

• Conduct an economic impact study of the business area
• Hold a PIC prior to initiating the final design of a new road into Bridgenorth as
identified in the 1996 Environmental Study Report
The By-pass continues to be identified in the County’s Transportation Master Plan
(TMP) with implementation beyond the 20 year planning horizon.

Bridgenorth By-pass EA Addendum No. 1 (2001)

An addendum was initiated in 2001 to extend the status of the original EA and
confirmed there were no significant changes in the planning, design or environmental
inventories.

Bridgenorth By-pass EA Addendum No. 2 (2006)
A second addendum was initiated in 2006 to extend the status of the original EA and
also confirmed there were no significant changes in the planning, design or

environmental inventories.

Ward Street Environmental Assessment 2017
A complimentary EA study is being undertaken in Bridgenorth assessing interim traffic
operation improvements. This EA study is ongoing in parallel with this EA addendum
update.

Note: See Resource Table for the documents listed above
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Purpose of EA Addendum
1) To consider new information to the original EA and previously approved addenda
2) To address the need to complete an EA addendum to maintain currency of original
documents
3) To gather additional public feedback through the consultation process
4) Confirm that proposed project and mitigation measures are suitable within the context
of the current environmental setting

Need and Justification for a By-pass

Current and expected increases in traffic in the County of Peterborough necessitate
improvements to the road network.
The need and justification for the Bridgenorth By-pass was confirmed in the original
EA study in 1996. The primary function of the roadway is to provide an alternate route
with needed roadway capacity to address traffic congestion and safety issues being
experienced on the Ward Street corridor in the settlement area of Bridgenorth. The
By-pass is identified in the County of Peterborough’s TMP with implementation
beyond the 20 year planning horizon.
The Bridgenorth community and surrounding area is experiencing annual additional
growth.
Traffic volumes have increased since the time of the earlier studies. The original 1996
EA study reported that the 1992 annual average daily traffic was 12,000 vehicles on
Ward Street with summer traffic volumes being approximately 20% higher. Over half
of the traffic was determined to be through traffic. Traffic counts collected in 2013
reported that during peak summer periods the Ward Street corridor carries more than
20,000 vehicles per day. The majority of the traffic was determined to be through
traffic. These volumes have exceeded the upper threshold of the summer capacity of

a 2 or 3-lane roadway.
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Study process is
here (PIC No. 1)

The data and reports produced for the study will be documented in an Environmental Assessment Addendum.

Class Environmental Assessment process. A copy of this document is available at the Resource Table.

This project is an addendum to a Municipal Schedule ‘C’ Class EA, which was completed in accordance with the Municipal

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) Process
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Environmental Inventories – Social Environment

The ATMP was finalized in 2017 with the preliminary ultimate network illustrated
below.
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Environmental Inventories – Terrestrial Environment
• Site inspection was conducted July 17, 2017 under good field conditions
• Study Area is a large area of rolling till-based landscape

• Long history of agricultural development
• Snelgrove Brook Provincially Significant Wetland Complex marks eastern region
of Study Area
• Non-natural transformed cropland with little or no potential to support significant
natural environment features
• Three major natural habitats: Deciduous Swamp Forest habitat; Swamp Thicket
habitat; and Upland Deciduous Forest habitat

• Faunal observations included: bird species; Green Frog and America Toad
tadpoles; Woodchuck, White-tailed Deer and Raccoon.
• Endangered SAR Butternut along Miller Creek
• Special Concern SAR Monarch butterfly
• Special Concern SAR Eastern Wood-Pewee

The full Environmental Impact Study Report can be found on the Resource Table.

Deciduous Swamp Forest Habitat

Upland Deciduous Forest habitat
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Environmental Inventories – Cultural Heritage
• There is currently no municipal heritage
register in the Township of Selwyn

• No properties in Study Area are listed or
designated on the draft heritage register
• Heritage attributes are found in the rural
landscape of open cultivated fields and
farm operations, distant views terminating
View southeast from Chemong Road to
distant wooded wetland area

in wooded land, the historic lotting pattern
and road alignments of Chemong Road,

Gore Street, Charles Street and 7th Line
• The alignments of the bypass, southern roundabout and the road and trail
connection at 7th Line do not directly impact on any buildings or structures of
heritage value
• The majority of the cultural heritage landscape attributes remain intact
• The alignment allows for an important connection to the existing multi-use
community trail
Mitigation Strategies:
• Restoration of vegetation, by replanting roadside trees and wetland rehabilitation
• Commemoration of the history of Bridgenorth, its geomorphology, economic
foundations; logging, recreation and agriculture and key community builders
A copy of the Cultural Heritage Assessment Report is on the Resource Table.

View south on Chemong Road of curve and
wooded ridge

View northwest from Chemong Road to the
church steeple visible on the distant horizon
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Refinements to 1996 EA Study
Four refinement alternatives to the original 1996 design are proposed to reflect
current Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) Standards:
1. South end intersection alternatives;
2. Modifying the horizontal curvature from R= 420 m to a R= 490 m radius for a
rural arterial roadway;
3. Alternative connections to the Rotary Bridgenorth Trail; and
4. Roadway connection from Gore Street to 7th Line/E Communications Road.
No alignment alternatives are being considered as they were previously
identified and evaluated in the original EA study and obtained environmental
clearance.
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Refinements – South End Intersection Alternatives

The south end intersection alternatives are:
Alternative 1: A conventional unsignalized intersection. The drawing below is from the
1996 EA recommendation

Alternative 2: Roundabout on By-pass (through movement).
Alternative 3: Roundabout on CR18 (turn movements onto bypass)
Sample Roundabout pictured below: Picton roundabout including a gateway feature.
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Refinements– Multi-Use Pathway

The interim alternatives will consider:
• Alternative 1 (yellow): Connection to 7th Line
• Alternative 2 (blue): Connection using open road allowance to future road
alignment
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South End Intersection Evaluation

Alternative 1

Criterion
Transportation
Vehicular Safety
Transportation Level of Service
(Minimize Turning Movements)
Intersection Design Consistency
Pedestrian-friendly
Cyclist-friendly
Accommodates Lighting and
Utilities
Satisfies Traffic Demand within
Planning Horizon
Natural Environment
Minimizes Impact on Woodlands
and Wetlands
Social Environment
Minimizes Impact on Residents
Visual Impact
Cost
Capital Cost
Life Cycle Cost
Recommendation

Conventional
T Intersection

Alternative 2
Roundabout on
Proposed Causeway
Link

Alternative 3
Roundabout on
Existing CR18
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Multi-Use Pathway Evaluation

Alternative 1

Criterion
Transportation
Vehicular Safety
Maximizes use of existing infrastructure
Pedestrian-friendly
Cyclist-friendly
Satisfies Traffic Demand within Planning
Horizon
Satisfies Traffic Demand beyond Planning
Horizon
Natural Environment
Minimizes Impact on Woodlands
Social Environment
Consistent with Selwyn Trails Master Plan
Property
Minimizes Property Disturbance
Cost
Capital Cost
Life Cycle Cost
Recommendation

Bridgenorth Trail to
7th Line

Alternative 2
Along Unopened
Communication Rd
Road Allowance
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Advantages of a Roundabout

Advantages of the roundabout alternative for the intersection include:
•

Increased safety with reduced collision severity

•

Roundabouts are a traffic calming feature that will slow traffic

•

Improves traffic operations with minimal traffic delays

•

Establishes a distinctive character

•

Roundabout will accommodate pedestrian movements
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Schedule

Following this meeting we will:
• Review all comments
• Prepare a draft EA Addendum
• Finalize the EA Addendum

• Publish the Study Completion Notice in the newspaper
• 30-day public review period (Fall 2017)

How Can You Remain Involved in the Study?
• Request that your name/e-mail be added to the mailing list
• Provide a completed comment sheet

• Contact the County or consultant representatives at any time

Any of our representatives that are present can assist you with the above activities.

Thank you for your participation at tonight’s meeting.

Your input into this study is

valuable and appreciated. Please provide your completed comment form on or before
October 4, 2017. All information is collected and used in accordance with the Freedom
of Information and Privacy Act.
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